
 

 

 

 

 

April is National Social Security Month 
 
In 1935, Social Security was created to promote economic security for the nation’s people. Since 
then, we’ve integrated programs and services to support millions of people. Chances are, you either 
receive Social Security benefits or know someone who does. We provide financial protection for 
nearly 61 million individuals and families, including veterans, the chronically ill, widows and 
widowers, the children of deceased parents, retirees, and people with disabilities.  
 
According to the Economic Policy Institute, Social 
Security is the most effective anti-poverty program in 
the United States. We take considerable pride in 
administering benefits and providing financial 
protection for millions. We work tirelessly to deliver on 
our promise to maintain the basic well-being and 
protection of those we serve. 
 
The Social Security Trust Fund is fully funded through 
2034. Even if legislative changes are not made before 
2034, we’ll still be able to pay 79 percent of each 
benefit due.  
  
Get to know your Social Security by taking Social 
Security’s 5 Steps Toward Your Financial Security, a 
simple and easy way to start planning for your future. 
Social Security is with you throughout life’s journey, 
helping you secure today and tomorrow. 
 
Join our efforts to promote National Social Security 
Month! Share our social media posts on Facebook 
and Twitter, or create your own message expressing the success you’ve had with our many 
services and programs. We’re here for you, through life’s journey, at www.socialsecurity.gov. 
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http://www.ssa.gov/5-steps-toward-your-financial-security/?utm_source=crc-media&utm_medium=five-steps-boilerplate&utm_content=about-us-full-002
http://www.ssa.gov/thirdparty/nssm.html?utm_source=third-party-media&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ssa-nssm-17
http://www.ssa.gov/thirdparty/nssm.html?utm_source=third-party-media&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ssa-nssm-17
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/?utm_source=third-party-media&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ssa-nssm-17


 

Click on “Get Blog Updates” to receive important updates and information 

such as the article below. 

 

 
 

Supplemental Security Income Applications now online 
 
 

We’re always looking for ways to provide you with innovative, quality services, and with our newest 
online enhancement, we’re proud to be doing just that. Now, if you meet certain requirements, you 
can file Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and disability applications online at the same time. 

You can apply online if you: 

 Are between the ages of 18 and 65;  

 Have never been married;  

 Aren’t blind;  

 Are a U.S. citizen residing in one of the fifty states, District of Columbia, or the Northern 
Mariana Islands; and  

 Haven’t applied for or received disability or SSI benefits in the past.  

If you started another application online before April 1, but haven’t submitted it, you can take 
advantage of this new service option and submit a disability and SSI application together. 

With this update, we are expanding service to customers with limited English proficiency by allowing 
them to request an appointment online for an in-person claim or teleclaim in the language of their 
choice.  As we provide this new service in many languages, including Spanish, we are discontinuing 
the separate Spanish language iClaim option.  Applicants who started and saved an iClaim in 
Spanish can still enter the portal and complete it for up to six months after the claim start date. 

With disability, and now SSI, benefit applications online, we’re providing easier and more 
convenient services to support you through life’s journey. 

New Online 

Application

! 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USSSA/subscriber/topics?qsp=USSSA_5
https://www.ssa.gov/disabilityssi/


Register Now for the Next Work Incentive Seminar Event (WISE)! 

If you are interested in learning about the Ticket to Work program or Work Incentives, you can 

attend a free Work Incentive Seminar Event (WISE) online webinar. 

WISE webinars are online events held for people who are age 18 through 64 and receive Social 

Security Disability benefits. You'll learn about the Ticket to Work Program and available Work 

Incentives through accessible learning opportunities. WISE webinars are generally held on the 

fourth Wednesday of each month. 

The next WISE webinar will be 04/26/2017: Ticket to Work: Working with a Federal Contractor  

To register, go to https://www.choosework.net/webinar/ 

Watch An Archived Webinar 

If you can't make this month's webinar, or missed one that interested you in the past, you can watch 

captioned videos of past webinars from our webinar archive, https://www.choosework.net/webinars-

tutorials/webinar-archives.html. Transcripts of the webinars and fully accessible PDFs are also 

available. 

The ticket program is a good fit for people who want to improve the earning potential and are 

committed to preparing for long-term success in the workplace. Ticket to Work offers beneficiaries 

with disabilities access to meaningful employment with the assistance of Ticket to Work 

employment service providers called employment networks. 

Visit https://choosework.net/mycall/ to sign up for free information. Or, contact one of our 

representatives through the Ticket to Work Help Line at 1-866-968-7842. Be one of the many 

people who have connected with us for important information about work as a path to financial 

independence! 

 

Hillary Kanady is the Area Work Incentive Coordinator for Social Security located in Grand Rapids 
MI. If you have a client that you are assisting with returning to work and have questions or you have 

an event or training need, contact Hillary Kanady at hillary.kanady@ssa.gov. 
 

 

https://www.choosework.net/webinar/
https://www.choosework.net/webinars-tutorials/webinar-archives.html
https://www.choosework.net/webinars-tutorials/webinar-archives.html
https://www.choosework.net/
https://choosework.net/mycall/
mailto:hillary.kanady@ssa.gov


 
 

Interdisciplinary Training for those who Serve  
Vulnerable Adults and Seniors 

 

For representative payees and others who serve vulnerable adults and seniors, I am proud to 
introduce our Representative Payee Interdisciplinary Training web page. Here you will find a series 
of informative video presentations that will make it easier to recognize and prevent abuse, neglect, 
and financial exploitation. Visitors to this site will also learn effective strategies for interacting safely 
with the banking community, as well as critical signs that can signal changes in a person’s ability to 
make decisions. 

We worked closely with experts from a wide range of educational and financial institutions, 
government agencies, and advocacy groups to develop these free online videos. I hope you will 
share them through your networks and 
take advantage of this valuable resource 
to educate your members and audiences. 

Among the 10,000 people who sign up for 
Social Security each day, an estimated 
1,000 will fall victim to financial 
exploitation — yet only a small fraction of 
these incidents are reported. Thank you 
for helping us secure today and tomorrow 
by raising awareness about this important 
issue and protecting society’s most 
vulnerable members.     

 

Did you know that Social Security beneficiaries and SSI 
recipients can navigate their benefits online? 

They just need to create a my Social Security  account at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount 

 

 

Future Michigan Updates 

If you would like to be on the mailing list to receive future  
Michigan Updates, or if you would like to be removed from  

the mailing list, please send an email to  
vonda.vantil@ssa.gov 

 

https://www.socialsecurity.gov/payee/rp_training2.html
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount

